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EDITORIAL 



An able article in a recent magazine implies, at least, that great 
poems, plaj^, and stories are such perfect works of art that there is 
Shackles or little for the teacher to say about them or do with 
Tools? them. It asserts roundly that whenever the method 

of teaching literature is discovered literature itself will be dead — 
ready for the ash heap. And this is true enough — if "the method" 
is a fixed set of mechanical steps. But unfortunately too many 
who use similar expressions excuse themselves from all study of 
principles of method. They seem to hold that because literature 
is imaginative and artistic it should be taught by inspired haphazard. 
A sad blunder, surely! Though no one supposes any great work to 
be produced by rules alone, the artist does not work without method. 
Of course the teacher, the recreator, cannot succeed by method 
alone, without inspiration or vision, but he need not hope to be 
more free from rules than is the creator, the artist. The earnest 
teacher will find them, as does the writer or painter, not shackles 
but guides or tools for his work. 

What are these principles ? The answer were too long for the 
editorial page. They are illustrated by accounts of literature teach- 
ing which the Journal has published and will publish; and when 
the several series of articles now appearing are completed it hopes 
to present a systematic discussion of the teaching of literature. 
All that is possible here is to suggest some characteristics of liter- 
ature from which we may reach tentative conclusions regarding 
methods of teaching. Each selection is a whole, every detail 
existing not for itself but for its contribution to the general effect. 
The writer is endeavoring to share with his readers his own experi- 
ence — imagery, ideas, emotions. He does this by using words 
which call up, in new order and new combinations, elements of the 
readers' past experience. The common-sense conclusions from these 
few trite facts, while by no means a complete guide to the teaching 
of literature, are sufficient to prevent the most serious blunders and 
to make the literature hour a joy to both teacher and pupils. 

646 



EDITORIAL 647 

Late in 1 92 1 the editor of the Journal promised that, if the sub- 
scribers would help to increase the circulation, half the issues for 
1922 should contain eighty pages instead of the sixty- 
four which had been the standard for some time. 
Such generous co-operation has been given that he has felt justified 
in slightly exceeding his promise. To the many who helped he 
wishes to extend his sincere thanks. 

The same sort of team work will be even more valuable in 1923, 
inasmuch as advertising rates will hereafter be somewhat dependent 
upon circulation. If those who are really interested will bear a 
hand, we can have an eighty-page Journal every month — at least 
that. 



